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What to Watch for This
Month in Nature:

What's Happening in

Our Community?

APRIL
10th

BIRD BINGO
In-store at WBU Woodbury
5:00pm — 7:00pm

Join us for a game night playing Bird Bingo! Kids
are encouraged to play; all ages are welcome. Stop
by the store anytime between 5pm and 7pm,
multiple rounds will be played throughout the
evening.

This is a FREE event and open to the public

APRIL
11th

BIRD WALK with the WBU Woodbury Team
Grey Cloud Dunes Scientific & Natural Area
9:00AM - 10:30AM

Binoculars and cameras encouraged. A limited
number of Vortex brand binoculars will be
available to borrow on a first-come first-served
basis. See Facebook event for more details.

This is a FREE event and open to the public

APRIL
18th

RED-HEADED WOODPECKER Presentation
In-store at WBU Woodbury
11:00am start time

A volunteer from the Red-headed Woodpecker
Recovery will be on-site to teach us all about this
amazing bird, whose population has decreased by
up to 95% in Minnesota since the late 1960s.

This is a FREE event and open to the public

Purple Martin landlords can
expect to see the first arrivals
returning from South America
by mid-month

Flocks of Dark-eyed Juncos
moving north for the summer
to their breeding grounds in
Canada and Alaska, but
some may remain in northern
Minnesota

American Woodcocks
continuing their unique “sky
dance” courtship flights in the
evening

Lyrids meteor shower,
predicted to peak after
midnight and into dawn on
the morning of April 22nd

Canada Geese nesting and
defending their site from
intruders

Some Northern Cardinals on
their first nest of the year -
nesting pairs typically have 2-
3 broods each summer

Northern House Wrens
returning. Watch for them
checking out nesting boxes,
with the male placing sicks
into multiple boxes for the
female to inspect before she
picks her favorite site

Earth Day April 22nd, Arbor
Day April 24th in Minnesota
and Wisconsin

Ruby Throated Hummingbirds and Baltimore Orioles will be returning to Minnesota by late April!

Be sure to have your nectar feeders and orange slices up to attract the first wave of arrivals for better odds
to keep them as frequent visitors, or to hopefully nest nearby. Nectar should be replaced frequently (4-6
days in cooler weather, 1-2 days in hot weather) to keep your birds healthy and happy all summer long.
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Bird of the Month:

There are three species of bluebird in North America, the
Western Bluebird, Mountain Bluebird, and Eastern Bluebird.
Only one of the three species are typically found in
Minnesota and Wisconsin, the Eastern Bluebird, which we
will focus on as our Bird of the Month!

Most, but not all, of our bluebirds migrate to southern
states for the winter in search of more plentiful food
sources and return north for nesting season. Many of our
Minnesota bluebirds winter in Missouri, Kansas, and Texas.
Breeding adults tend to come back to the same territory
each year, but only a small number (3-5%) of bluebirds
return to the area where they hatched.

All bluebirds are secondary cavity nesters, meaning they
historically nest in abandoned woodpecker holes or natural
tree cavities, butin modern times they most often use
human-made nesting boxes.

Bluebird populations plummeted by nearly 90% in the early
part of the twentieth century, partly due to the introduction
of the more aggressive House Sparrow and European
Starling who would out compete bluebirds for natural
nesting locations. In large part due to human intervention
with the widespread use of bluebird trails and nest boxes,
bluebird populations have greatly increased since the
1970s and are still on therise.

A nesting pair of bluebirds can have two or sometimes three
broods (sets of young) per summer. The eggs are incubated
for about two weeks, and both parents will help feed the
nestlings for roughly two more weeks before they leave
(fledge) the nest.

Once the young birds fledge dad will take over most of the
feeding duties and show them where and how to find food
while mom starts on the next nest. Sometimes a new nest
location will be chosen, some nests or nest sites will be
refurbished and reused.

Occasionally young birds from the first brood will stick
around and help mom and dad care for the following brood
before moving out on their own. Young from the earlier
nests will usually leave their parents by the end of summer,
but young from final nest will often stay with their parents
over winter.
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Eastern Bluebird

Most birds are their specific color due to the pigmentin
their feathers. Crows are black because of black
pigment in their feathers; Northern Cardinals are red
from red pigment. Bluebirds have no blue pigment in
their feathers, meaning they are not actually blue. Their
feathers have a thin layer of cells that absorb all
wavelengths of color except blue, causing the blue
wavelengths to reflect resulting in their blue
appearance. This is also true for other “blue” birds

such as Indigo Buntings and Blue Jays.

The best way to attract bluebirds to your yard is by
providing them with the proper habitat. They prefer to
set up their territory in open country, meadows, and
fields, but could still be enticed to your yard with
mealworms (they really prefer live mealworms vs. dried,
understandably!). Bluebirds are members of the thrush
family (as are American Robins) which are known to be
fond of water for bathing. Having a fresh, clean water
source, such as a birdbath, may help entice them into
your yard or property.




